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Violence against LGBTQI+in Japan

. EEHLERD B CBTQM BT A RE o

Violent behaviors against the LGBTQI community are relatively less common
in Japan

- EBEM : 2000F2RA10H RERMAZEZERE"RRE

A prominent case: the “Yumenoshima Park Murder” taking place in Shinkiba,
Tokyo, on February 10h, 2000

o —fUSE (335 ) BFZE (ERBRTHENMTT ) H=ERMX
FOFMITERE - FIREEHIREELEE - PFEMEZHHE
PIRERTBESEMES - LA/HOMOAR S EENHE” -

A male (33) was beaten by three teenagers at Ymenoshima Park (a famous
meeting place for gay men), and found dead the next day. When
interrogated by the police, the three teenagers claimed that they “assaulted
the man to rob money and thought, as a homosexual, he wouldn’t go to the
police.”
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LGBTQI+ in the dark have nowhere to go

« #EHZAGayBashing - HI5MRI L EMNRNITHALAZESE -
In Japan, gay bashing and violent behaviors against transgender females are not rare.

« AOBEAACTHRE - AEERIER LNENE - REZGERBEZN - RERIEMTEHHERE - HRXECHEE
855 -

Many victims do not dare to go to the police, nor are they willing to openly protest or seek help. Many victims endure the violencein
the dark and pretend nothing happens as they are afraid of exposing their LGBTQI+ identity.

- HREREREEAAGENEEEALEE - #RFABFESMLSENEE -

Organizations that provide friendly consultation and assistance for the LGBTQI community are not very common yet, and it is difficult
to make use of the governmental social welfare agencies.

- HEEKRFNSREEERENTE -  HESHNENSRETARBZLER - ERAALELALEZE

In a society with a severe level of stigmatization against the LGBTQI community, harms and violence against LGBTQI+ are difficult to
be brought to light and to become a public agenda.
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Invisibility in the legal system
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Theinvisible LGBTQI+

« AFERMEZER - SRETAAZERE
They only exist in concealed and private spaces.
« NHEEFHERARLGBTQ+ » HIFEAFE—1
LGBTQI+ are not to be seen in public spaces, almost like they don’t exist.
- BUR - AREREERATMEENEERENY
No agency and objectivity in political and legal fields.
o BHRBENEIAZ AL IRPELGBTQI + BYAH
Itis difficult to introduce legal regulations that protect LGBTQI+.
« BARASERAZT YRR

Not seeing does not mean being “friendly” or tolerant



3 M AR R P it 45 A

The special law on gender identity disorder

HAME—IEEARE (LGB ) T (Ql) AIAREER 2003F

Enacted in 2003, it is the only legal statute in Japan that positively regulates (LGB)T(QI).
- BEMAIERREHR

Requirements for altering gender registration:
OARE ( UIBEM ERHERASER )

Single (in order to prevent same-sex marriage)
QRB20EAFFH -

No children under the age of 20.
QIR Z IR JHIEBE K A TRK

Lack of germ gland or permanent loss of reproductive function
@M R B IMNRT IR 5 —{E Rl

Sexual characteristics and appearance of sexual organs are closely similar to another sex

- ARBBERFN - HESEEH

The law stipulates that gender replacement surgery is obligatory, which deprives the bodily freedom of individuals
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The Supreme Court ruling on January 23,2019

- MRIREIREEFAEZAEEEE (131F - 1415118 ) - RoIR1TIZMNSEM
The Special Law on Gender Ident|ty Disorder is constitutional (Article 13, Article 14-1)
- A1 FLURRIMRIETES @ 5|1 FRA%MERNERE - EXSERHERE -

Argument 1: it may cause social disruption if a person gives birth with his/her original sex and
creates problems related to parent-children relationship.

- HH2 HRRBURGREYE LAHRRIRSBEX - FELERZEEE -

Argument 2: as the biological division between men and women has been established for a long
time, any sudden change should be avoided.
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Gender-related policies also apply to same-sex couples or
SOG!

- XERANMSZERRE T H#E HREF REERXFMRES (2007F )

The Domestic Violence Prevention Act applies to same-sex couples, allowing one to issue a protection order against his/her same-sex
partner (2007).

- BUERBEFZEEESEEER (2013F )  ERAXGAEHBREBTESIEAMH ZEMN -

The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare’s guideline for the Equal Employment Opportunity Act (2013): it stipulates for the first time
that sexual harassment also refers to incidents between two individuals of the same sex.

o BRLEREHREEEEHRBEERTSE (20165 )  AXFEMMER KR EHEKEH -

 Basic guidelines of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for the Act for the Promotion of Measures to
Prevent Bullying: sexual orientation and gender identity are included in the content.

« EEABEIRLIFKEFERLGBTQIZ 2 RILE

Involved parties worry that bringing charges may force them to come out.
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Difficult legislation: anti-discrimination laws

« 2020 HIHE - EHFESRIEHRLGBTQHEISMERAEE
In 2020, both the ruling and opposition party drafted bills concerning LGBTQI+ rights.

- BRERBHERLERSEE (ARIETEIREEREM - BERELIRRE
TEIEHMNER ) -

The Liberal Democratic Party was against passing an anti-discrimination law (because the
definition of discrimination is too vague, which may lead to the law being abused to limit
individual freedom).

- RIPIFHE  REHEHESIRLHIGBTQIERIBE AR

Through bipartisan negotiation, finally the “Act to Improve Understandings of LGBTQI”
was proposed by both parties jointly.

- EXBREAGRITIRNENRY  SZRFEEZRIBESESR  SLEZEZET -

The bill faced strong opposition from the conservative power within LDP and failed to be
submitted to the congress for further deliberation. At the end, the bill was dropped.
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LGBTQITHEA BBl S R B & SERE A
LGBTQI+ organizations hosted a joint press
conference to issue a statement
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Legal protection of same-sex couples
WO A AR A EER T E
Entry point: local governments recognize the status of same-sex partnership.
RIS : WHEIER

Strategy: surrounding
the center from all sides

SFIN—FFr—yTHIE
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Shibuya City Office-NPO Nijiiro Diversity Collaborative Study of LGBT Partnership Coverage in Japan

FIED L WEERIR

Prefectures with no partnership system
N —THEDDHSWMERR

Prefectures with some districts having the system
B2 THEDSZHEMR

Prefectures with the system throughout the area
@ HECHBRTAAEM-BAH

Prefectural councils/capitals that introduced
partnership system

(T % (2022£3A31HKR)

Number of couples who registered by March 31, 2022

HAE2091E 3 5 B AT £ 17 [5]

M ERZAOIHIE (202254
H1H)

s s A total of 209 local

BARABK(2022F4818K5) Cmmmm govemments have

Number of local governments with LGBT partnership system

T established a registration
20953“‘“5 system for same-sex couples
= (as of April 1°¢,2022)
% 82 1%

E— | BB EEBA /5%
28328 A =R AL
— =
More than 52% of the total
population, a total of 2832

same-sex couples have made
use of this system.

Presen ted by © Shibuya City / NPO Nijiiro Diversity 2022
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“YSIRELImE SR Z AL
“Amaritalunionisoniyvalidbetweentwopeoplecfopposieseres”

= (1946 ) SBoMFEARZ ERIR IR
7 - AIFEMFEIHERAVRE - HEEEGERE]
MERIRVIEMR - SRBEEER -

Havingnottaken intoconsideration theexstence ofsame sexmarmiage Aide 24 ofthe
Constitution (1946) only refers to heterosaxual martiage Howeve, it doss not directly

Stipulatewhethersamesexmariageisacknontedged.

HIARDANEE - BiE LIRNBEERIESZ
BLEENER -

Logicallyspeekingfaiingiobeawareofsomethingcannatbetreatedasdenyingit
B AACIBER AR LRI REAVRIA IR -

TheCondtitutioncannotbethefoundationofdenyingequaltreatments
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Recognition ofsame-sex partnership and marriage by local

L EER CHY

Social

Legalrights and
obligations

recognition

B 2R ~ ol BRI A - o HFREAR
Partial effects, making same-sex couples visible
The effects can be expected to expand N one
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“ T RIZE B T1EE ( RRHE2019.1.30)

From “not existing” to “existing” ( Tokyo Shimbun, 2019/01/30 )
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Marriage equality lawswts
inJapan

= B [5] 5 #EEfF

Lawsuits all over the country




RS Aithit Emﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ SKEATED

Cla|ma nts: a total of 14 same-sex couplesin 5 cities,
witha legal team of 66 la ers
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Marriage equality lawsuits at 5 district courts

LR - RR - BEE - KR - 18
Sapporo Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Fukuoka
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MARRIAGE —
FOR ALL JAPAN

with the court finding the prohibition unconstitutional.
Ehr BRHADR = MHHPDRFESTRS The second ruling is scheduled to be made by the
ZOZZEGE 20 E| j(B&im)—‘j—/i |}E L. Osaka district court on June 20t 2022. It is likely that a

- final ruling by the Supreme Court may be madein 3to
LERBLREAREEHR - By e

s The first ruling was made by the Sapporo district court,
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Conclusions
« HEREIGBRTQI + ABZEZRIEZES | BIREBSFAREE BEREREE -

Legal protection of the personal safety of LGBTQI+ in Japan: still in an early stage and awaiting for
speedy developments

* BUIE : LGBTQI+ AEREIL
Precondition: making LGBTQI+ rights a public agenda
« AR REFEFEN  ZREESRIE EEZRENEFRIE

Legal statutes: protecting equal rights, promoting de-stigmatization and creating a safe living
environment

o FFaA  BEOEIRW N EERAARVER - BEB B AR EE[LIER) -

Lawsuits: following the progress of marriage equality lawsuits, and it is likely to secure the right
through the judicial path.

« RARET]  REABEANRT K (EXBEREERZT )

The biggest obstacle: the conservative power within the ruling party (most of them are senior male
legslators%



