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Dual legal system 

● S377, sodomy law
○ Civil law or Criminal Law that target all LGBTQI persons in Malaysia.
○ Actively in use - Anwar Ibrahim (Opposition Leader)

● State syariah laws - applies to muslim (65% population)
○ Passed by states individually, some borrowed wordings from sodomy law
○ Specifically targeting same sex relation and trans persons. 

● Queer Lapis - Legal Guide
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Judicial Review/Strategic Litigation 

2021 - Selangor Syariah Court charged 12 
men for attempted anal sex. 1 man brought 
the case to our highest court for judicial 
review and eventually won. 

Technicality - state legislative do not have 
the power to enact state shariah law on 
“unnatural sex”. The gay sex law in Selangor 
has now removed but other states remain. 



Community struggles remained or worsened 
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Mental Health & SOGIE change efforts 

local survey 2022:

65 % of the survey respondents have 
experienced pressure to change their 
SOGIESC identities in their lifetime. 

27 % are still experiencing these 
pressures. 

HRW & Justice For Sisters Report 2022



Burnt out activists, scarce resources 

1. Lack infrastructures for community organising;
a. Hard to get non-profit status, unfriendly environment
b. Restrictive grant and funding models for sustainability

2. Urgent and emergency responses took away resources and 
energy from activists from implementing structural changes and 
improvements. 
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