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This PRESENTATI

A DEVELOPMENT

Of a chapter drafted for the
forthcoming Oxford Handbook of
LGBTIQ Law (publication in 2023).
BUT THIS
PRESENTATION ——¥

Will be additional information not
in the official paper (now on

SSRN)
THE PAPER —

contains an overview of the recent
legal developments in court all over
Asia, Taiwan is also included
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Myanmar before the military coup:

» There was an impressive growth of queer spaces in
Myanmar: the yearly &PROUD Film Festival a
Yangon Pride (6 years running until 2020); %

« LGBTQ people are also important agents of chandW®,
from advocating for decriminalization

» Examples are: The National Youth Policy, 2018
acknowledges SOGIE and LGBTQ youth community in
Myanmar.

» The commitment of the decriminalization of same-sex
relations within 5 years was made by several MPs in
Myanmar between 2017-2020.

» The mention of SOGIE and LGBTQ people in the
National League for Democracy’s election manifesto
for 2020.

3 (All Colors Rainbow Publications will be in a QR code at
the end)
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A value for equality appears to override personal views: 81% agree
that LGBT people deserve equality and equal treatment.

Agreement with statement: “| believe LGBT people deserve equality and equal
treatment just like anyone else in Myanmar”

= Neutral Agree mStrongly agree Disagree mStrongly disagree

Research title: Perspectives and attitudes towards LGBT people in Myanmar, by &PROUD and
Colors Rainbow, September 2020 (available upon request)
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74% believed it should not be illegal to be LGBT. Those who do *
mostly do so because they feel it is “unnatural”.

To your knowledge, s it illegal to be LGBT In your personal view, should it be illegal?

in Myanmar? Don't know,
Don't

3%
know, 14%
Yes, 23%
Yes, 38%
No, 7d%

Why should it be illegal? (n=350)

They are Unnatural I ———— Research title: Perspectives and
Itis "just wrong" I 16% 9 .
It is against Myanmar tradition and.. n— 13% attltUdeS towards LG BT people In
Ottr: g 11% Myanmar, by &PROUD and Colors
Itis against religion W 7% -
Do notknow mm 4% Rainbow, September 2020
They are dangerous B 3% H
I ey i (available upon request)
They are sick (physical) 1 1% ‘

They cannot reproduce 1 1%
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On 1 February 2021 a military Coup was
staged and the democratically elected
government was ousted.
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Rapid deterioration of Myanmar’s security situation

Mass
displacement

_ Civilians
Increasing detained or
clashes killed

1,349,000 internally
displaced people
(IDPs) across the
country, including
1,019,00 since 1

February 2021
(UNHCR)

Collapse of the
economy and
health system

Fighting has
worsened around the 15, 986 people that
L have been arrested,
country — airstrikes :
recorded in highly 12, 783 are still
oopulated areas detained as of 27
villages are burn,t Sy A0
U (AAPP Burma)
down indiscriminately

(Media)

Myanmar’s
healthcare workers
are under attack —

ranked the 2" most
dangerous place for
healthcare workers,
conflict disrupts the
supply chains
(ACAPS)







When an LGBTQ person
loses their home




When an LGBTQ person
is detained by soldiers




Tharaphee, 45-year-old bisexual woman from Yangon was furious about
the coup and began to rally the community around her to peacefully fight
against the military takeover.

She assisted groups of LGBTQI+ youth to participate in protests in the
city, providing transport, food, and water.

She was arrested on 15 June and spent one and a half months in
detainment, being intermittently tortured, interrogated, and left in
isolation.

When soldiers first took her to an interrogation camp, they had printed
out her social media posts about protests she had organised.




When soldiers first took her to an interrogation camp, they had printed out
her social media posts about protests she had organised. They asked her to
identify the young LGBTQ people in the photos, so they could be arrested.

Tharaphee refused to give any names, at which point her torture began.

“They shocked me four times with an electronic baton. ... | passed out’, she
recalled.

Her weeks-long ordeal in prison involved starvation, a serious COVID-19
infection, and zero contact with anyone outside.

Research title: Rainbow Resilience.: LGBTQI+ lives and civil society in Myanmar’s coup, by
Myanmar LGBTQ Organizations & UNOPS, September 2022 (available upon request)
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HUMANITARIAN & oo The Myanmar Humanitarian Needs

NEEDS OVERVIEW amamas Overview in 2022
MYANMAR recognized the needs of LGBTQ
persons in conflict — but in practice
SOGIE is not fully integrated in all

services

“Older people and persons with
disabilities are at increased risk of
separation from their families
especially in emergency situations
such as natural disasters.

Persons with disabilities and LGBTQ

People often have fewer avenues for 48

receiving important, relevant
information.”









We end this presentation with the words of:
Shwe Zin , 35 year-old trans woman, Yangon

Shwe Zin became actively involved in protests early on. Explaining her
motivation, she said:

“Only a peaceful and progressive nation can improve the lives of
LGBTQI+ people. ... If life continues as it was in the past LGBTQ people
will continue to be humiliated and laughed at.”

Shwe Zin was arrested on 18 May 2021, after she was found to have been
organising provisions for PDF members and protesters who had fled to
the forests to avoid arrest. For 12 hours, she was stripped and endured

severe torture of a sexually explicit nature.







(Credits to ILGA Asia,
Holning Lau, and Colors
Rainbow for input & photo
credit)
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" THANKS!

Do you have any questions?
violaine.beix@colorsrainbow.org
m.yesudas@hi.org




