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The Road from Hospital Ward to UN Human Rights Lobbying
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THE ROAD FROM HOSPITAL WARD TO UN HUMAN RIGHTS LOBBYING



SMALL LUK

Intersex from Hong Kong, born 1n 1963,
first child of a poor family,
designated as boy
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« Non-consented genital surgeries started at age &

* More than 20 surgeries 1n five years between the ages of 8 and 13




Most sureeries ultimately fail,

and with many sequelae
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36-year-old found as
Intersex
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Male sex organs removed
to avoid cancer at age 42

Now live as a woman
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The gathering of inclusive anc
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In 2010, founded

"Beyond the Boundary - Kpowing
and Concerns Intersex
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20177 Chinese Intersex Allience

2020 Taiwan Intersex Human Rights



_orc Goal.
To end unnecessary phys1ca1 and psychological suffering for Intersex children
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 Educate the public on a correct understanding
of Intersex people

» Lobbying governments around the world to
legislate to protect the basic human rights of
Intersex people and ban genital modify
surgeries for Intersex children

» Work with United Nations Human Rights
Mechanism
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Objective

Establish a positive social concept of Intersex
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people: Intersex people are not diseases and defects, =
but only human differences T e .
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» Remove stigma and allow Intersex people to receive )F%éz iﬂ SEPERHIG AR H I AR H CFHHL
dignified titles -

(Bob/Hermaphrodite/Queer)
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Encourage Intersex people to stand up for their
rights and Interests
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2011 to 2015

In Hong Kong, we were mainly lobbying government departments (Home Aftairs
Bureau, Legislative Council, Hospital Authority, Police), human rights agencies

(Equal OpportumUeS Comm1ss1on, Child and Women Protection Agency), religious
aroups, etc.
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since 2015, I have participated 1n three UN conferences, making good use of the UN
human rights mechanism, and lobbying the UN to intervene 1n Intersex human rights

18sues, 8o as to mntluence treaty bodies countries that have signed human rights
conventions with the UN, such as UPR, CRC, CEDAW, CAT, etc.
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UPR : Universal Periodic Review

CRC : Convention on the Rights of the Child

CEDAW : Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

CAT : Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment




The Committee is also concerned that Intersex children are subjected to unnecessary and irreversible surgery to
determine their sex at an early stage.

The Committee is concerned at the long-term physical and psychological suffering caused by such practices.

Hong Kong, China should:

A.Take the necessary legislative, administrative and other measures to guarantee respect for the autonomy and physical and
psychological integrity of Intersex persons::----

B.Guarantee impartial counselling services for all Intersex children and their parents, so as to inform them of the consequences
of unnecessary and non-urgent surgery and other medical treatment to decide on the sex of the child and the possibility of postponing any
decision on such treatment or surgery until the persons concerned can decide by themselves;

C.Guarantee that full, free and informed consent is ensured in connection with medical and surgical treatments for Intersex
persons and that non-urgent, irreversible medical interventions are postponed until a child is sufficiently mature to participate in
decision-making and give full, free and informed consent;

D.Provide adequate redress for the physical and psychological suffering caused by such practices to some Intersex persons.
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Intersex babies are perfect
just the way they are.
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visit www.unfe.org/intersex-awareness .
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Countries have law rprotect Intersex human rights:

EILAREEE A AR
Malta 1n 2015, D01 QFEE O ]y 43
Portugal & Taiwan in 2018, 2019F-EIFE
India (Tamil Nadu) in 2019, 2021 1= B ~
German 1n 2021, 2022F-F55 il
Greece 1n 2022
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When will all EU members ?
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“There 1s an urgent need to protect the human rights of Intersex people and Europe has

the potent:

1al, and tht

Dunja Mijatovic

S, In my view, the responsibili

ty to be leading the way.”

Commissioner tor Human Rights, Council of Europe




